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A canyon beckons
Integrally colored concrete, combined with striking geo-

metries and sculptured forms, produce the powerful visuals 
of the custom home in Tiburon, California, pictured here.

FuTung Cheng, of Cheng Design, says the steel and 
concrete elements are integrated with the building itself to 
create a palette of colors and shapes. Inspiration comes in part 
from the noted 20th century Italian architect Carlo Scarpa, 
whose designs reflected the work of artists and craftsmen.

This isn’t simply a dramatic residential entryway. It’s an invi-
tation to experience an interpretation of natural phenomena.

“The necessity of a 50-foot vertical rise from street-side 
curb to front door set the design idea in our minds: reflect the 
experience of a small canyon hike up a narrow rock outcrop 
path flanked by sheer rock face walls, under the canopy of an 
occasional tree,” says Cheng. 

“Precast, carved-out concrete steps, flanked by tall, board-
formed walls lead the way up the sculptural ascension walk. 
Like a concrete canopy to a modern cave, the underside of 
the massive cantilevered second-floor deck shelters from sun 
and rain.”

Cheng adds: “The integrally colored walls are homages to 
the work of the late Italian architect, Carlos Scarpa. They are 
embossed with modern, petroglyph-like relief designs from 
molds made in our casting fabrication shop.

“The textured concrete exterior walls have resonance 
throughout the house interior with our proprietary, ultra-
smooth, crafted concrete countertops, vanities, sinks and 
wall surfaces.

“The almost nature-walk feeling of moving through 
the spaces permeates down to the finest tactile details and 
everyday surfaces of the architecture.” 

 à www.alchemyconcrete.com
 à www.chengdesign.com
 à www.facebook.com/IntricateConcreteLLC
 à concretecontractingsolutions.com
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The entryway of this custom home in Tiburon, California, was designed to emulate a short canyon hike up a narrow rock-outcrop path flanked by sheer 
rock face walls.

Non-Chloride Accelerator: Are you making 
countertops or precast pieces, and you want to pull those 
forms even faster? Then you need to use Fritz-Pak NCA so that 
you can get the job done in no time.

Mini Delayed Set: Are you a concrete stamper that needs a 
little more working time  to make your slab look perfect? Try 
slowing down the set time with Mini Delayed Set.

Super Slump Buster: Are you a contractor that needs 
more control over your mix to get it to flow just right? Super 
Slump Buster will help tighten up a mix and let you do exactly 
what you need with your concrete.

Control Finish: Are you tired of getting complaints about 
crazed cracking, plaster shrinkage, or crusting on your 
slabs? Fight back against Mother Nature and use Control Finish 
to keep your slabs moist in the most extreme conditions.

 4821 Eastover Circle • Mesquite TX 75149 • www.fritzpak.com Visit us online for Free Samples or call 1-888-746-4116
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