Bathroom
of the Year

A Work of ...
Architecture

A master bath features smooth, smart
materials and a fruly innovative design
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The shawar e (v laff) with g crockied glors was
hand-mode by a looal polfer la malch the claon,
aarthy ook fhe house el imbues. The shape of the
Balhraom was dichaled by lhe home's Bulierlly roof
(right), which allowed for a vawlied ceiling.

ground up. and the clents” main reguast wos for it to eflect the
hore s ovendll architectune cnd motenal okt throlgh o combcrt-
able and efficlent desian. Port of the home's master suite, which includes
the moster badoom and closst, the moster bothroom B connected
to tha other spoces vio o voulted clamestory glass pariticn ranning tha
kength of the hallwoy thot botnes the bedroom and bath on both sides

Tnls moster oth 5 port of o home ot a0s designeg from the

withy rigrharal gt froen the continuous skdight o the waul,

"The sniope of the soom is dickoted by the nome's comverted butterfy roof
corligunciion, whiksh weas oplimdal o Geffing Sokdr heat 1o the photoveiois
pansls thot power the hot wolker systemn,” sold FuTung Cheng, principal of
Cheng Desgn, n Berkeley, Calf. "The roof alicws for o vauled celing in the
moster both - giving # big wolume = and we were in chamge of breaking
dowr its goole gnd not making the homecssnens feed Nl they wene Ino hole!

Challenge

+ With a vaulted 12-fi.
ceiling betwean the
mastar bedroom and bath,
the team needed to ensura
thal the bathroom arca was
an intimate space and that
sound was reduced
as much as possible
belween the two rooms.

Solutions

+ A slzable walk-in closat
was located between the
two rooms to reduce the
kel of nolse. The water
closet sits in a small
space behind the shower
enclosure with a door of its
own to help reduce noise.
The 4-f. by 10-ft. shower
araa is nearly enclosed
with a dropped, translecant
plenum and oversized
glass wall and is located
at the far wall opposite the
bedroom areca,
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One way Chang and his team ochievad this wos by lowering the
showar cailing with on 81, franslucant, poh/carbonate plenum and in-
corporoting seylbahts thort allow it o gkow with notungd light durng the oy,

"The woler closst is enclosed behind o tronslucent gloss door and is
also lluminoted with natural sunight vio o sciar hube skylight” he said.

Innovative Thinking
A5 thie home itsalf imbues innowation. it wos not hand o featus this in
e mmaster Beith, s wel
“Crafting the space with hond-made tiles from a local arfist; costing
ciir own concrete colntertops; and moking o faw small, silte-speciic. sim-
Db wWirdloans wils & winy 1o distinggesh our Gesagn rorm Thi moss morked,
cifthe-snalf items usually specified In similor cireumstonces,” sald Cheng.
Other innovotive elaments includa:
= & concriete-rmmped Sink Warety as g iunchionol souotunee "Rooting” in
the spoce and paloncing out the mass feel of the concrete
= Window glass of the fop of the wanity thot ollows indirect Bght to
bBatte he oo and ceecle on mpression thot the Buttenthy' oo
floats” above the structurnd walls In certain lpcotions arcund the
parimeter of the bulding
= Thar &mol, site-glozed, pivel window 16 the nght o the yanity thet
dlliows just enough fresh air circulation when nesged ond wes
designed fo be light, small and ecsy fo use
= A custom cobinst uind thot opans like o Chinasa pugde box locoled
on the opposte wall fo the shower that stores o vanety of ifems In
midltipte, easy-to-reach compartments and dronaees

According to Design Awonds [udge. Shane Inman, “Bven with all of the
different textures ond efements. fhe design is not cvershielmng” B

The masier bofh feotures
elamenls sean thraughout
the rest of the house,
fneluding giass fber-
mimforced concrele an
e side of the vanily ard
scaled-down. fromeless.
plerfe-gioss windows.
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SOUrces

Design Team: Fu-Tung Cheng,
Cheng Design (Deslgner); Ann
Kirm & John Chan fArchifects), R,
Delley Cenetruetion (Conlrastar):
Endrestudio (Structural Enginser);
Phofographer: Matthew Millman
Acoessories, Faucels, Handspray
Showerhead and Thermostatic
Valves: Hansgrohs, Cabinets:
Cusfom Plyboo; Drain:
eckdnain: Medicine Cabinel:
Cusfom Cheng Design; Sink:
Geacrele pre-cast by Cheng
Design: Tile: Ann Sacks, Haolf Tile
by Cheng Design, Sichenia &
Wiragiass, Tollaf & Washlef: Tolc

DESIGN + INNOVATION + LIFESTY
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