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TROTTER HOUSE
Moraga, California, US.A.
Design: 1992-93
Construction: 1993-94
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This 5, (M0-square-foot house is an expression of
detail and a play with volume, space and light
The h
sheltered courtyard. Two leng rectang
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cage and down the wall jtself,

We wanted to express as much life in the de-
tails as possible by exposing the true structure of
steel frusses and lumber. The simple shed roof of
the kitchen-dining room wing is warmed with a

stained ceiling of multicolor purlins. The inter-

vis richly articulated wing and the
simpler living wing forms the transition space. A

scclion of

lnrge metal window wall frames the view of the
ind the hills bevond. Metal ob-

courtyard, p

jects are set into the exierior stUcco, i copper

agueduct emplies rain wialer into a slate “vorlex”
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pool and a steel trellis protects the master bed-

room deck. A I

column supports the corner of the two-story

rge concrele and copper clad

at the courtvard, This wing contains the

bedrooms, hiving room, library and game room
A small guest house sits next to the |
sculpled deck platform

Custom cabinets, concrele counteriops, two

| and its

cast concrete fireplaces and integral plaster walls

are some artistic features of the interior. A :-lf[!L'

oculus skylight daylights the stair that 15 con-
structed of wood and st

cast concrele and stucco mlays are |||||‘r'“|‘l.'1!
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CHENG DESIGN

HOGAN/MAYO HOUSE

Del Mar, California, US.A.
Design: 199493
Construction; 1995-96
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Michael Hogan and Kathy Mayo have been
long-time fricnds of our principal, Fu-tung
Cheng. They found a piece of secluded property
on the outskirts of Rancho Sants Fe, North San
Diego County, California. They wanted a simple
house in which 1o live, work, and rest. However,
they had a limited budget to work with.

The lot was completely surrounded by palm
trees, cucalypius, and jacarandas. On a balmy
duy, the property had a quality that suggested the
South Pacific. One could imagine coming upon a
clearing and finding a disabled Airstream trailer,
complete with a tattered cloth canopy and over-
turned chairs; or uncovering an abandoned Army
guonset hut from World War 11; or perhaps even
discovering a run-down hay barn left from the
original farmstead. These images became our
working models of the house,

We kept to a long rectangle floor plan close w
the same axis as the orginal house. The main
entry, private entry, downstairs quarters and
master bedroom converge in the “dogtror,”™( %) a
central breczeway. A corrugated metal exterior
fit our vision of the house, evoking hoth the
quonset huts and the agricultural buildings that
used 1o dot the local landscape, The curved
vaulted rool was tilied both for visual ¢ffect and
for cconomic reasons. Using straight sheets of
corrugated allows the roofs to drain with the cor-
rugations, therehy saving the substantial cost of
rolling the sheets like a traditional quonset hut.

The owners, contractor and construction fore-
i, and our principal each cast the coins of the
| Ching just before pouring the foundation of the
house, o procedure performed prior (o the ¢on-
struction of each of our projects to establish
connection with change and impermanence and
as a spiritual guide for the participants. The
stong at the rear entry fuses with a concrete cast
block embedded with symbals from the | Ching:

15 . These two hexagrams represent “de-
cremse” and “limitation,” interpretations of ¢oin
toszes from the Book of Changes. (her symbaols
representing water, infinity and industry ane im-
planted, sculpted, and embossed throughout the
house. Aluminum automatic transmission valve
covers, copper bar, ammonite fossils, gears,
computer parts, water pump cams and natural
polished stone can all be found. Finally, the
main entry door handle was found by the owner
at the local fea market—ihe Buddhist mudra of
compassion and the American symbol of A-okay.
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Designers: Cheng Design and Construction,
Inc.—Fu-tung Cheng, Frank Lee, Alice Soohoo,
project designers; Robent Ryan, Jud Smith, Chris
Tong, Greg Vendena, Janet Szalay, project team
Clients: Michael Hogan and Kathy Mayo
Consultants: Robert Lawson Structural Engi-
neers, structural; Adams Design Associates,
landscape

General contractor: Beacham Construction
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